Belgian Tasting Notes, October 2000

Bill Coleman: This is compiled from notes taken by Warren Becker and | during our visit to Belgium in October 2000. We had been there three previous times, and decided to document the bars and beers as closely as we could. We pre-printed sheets with the same categories as listed in the charts below. It did make for a few gawking looks as we scribbled
down notes on our geeky sheets from a few locals, but they would probably have been gawking as us anyway, because of the way that we sniff the beers and made pretentious comments about them--assuming they understood what we said! Actually, for the most part, we got along fine just speaking English, especially in Flanders. Anyway, the notes are
entered pretty much as they were in our charts below. Sometimes they were more detailed then other times; obviously, drinking a few big-bodied Belgian ales can have some influence on your abilities to take coherent notes! | will make occassional notes to fill in a few missing details.

At the beginning of the trip, | arrived in Brussels by myself, on Monday October 9, having on Sunday enjoyed an Aventinus tasting at the Ginger Man in NYC. It was about 8:00 when | arrived in Brussels. | imediately took a train to Ghent, which took about an hour. | arrived at the Hotel Flandria, where | stayed for 3 nights by myself-by the way the cost for
those three nights was only about $100. The hotel is located at Barrestrat 3, only a few blocks from the Vrijdagmarkt Square, which you will note below was a center for much of the pub crawling | did during my visit there. At this point of my visit, | was on my own, travelling by foot or occassionally by trolley or bus, and | have to admit | drank all of these
beers by myself! After the first day, | realized that | was trying a little too hard, and slowed down a bit.
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Monday, October 9, 2000
10:30 am Brasserie Café des | Schouwburgstraat 18 Warren had not yet arrived. First stop on the trip. | went there because it was | Poperinge Hommelbier Van Eecke 7.5 Strong pale ale. | bottle 90 || Not applicable. Great beer to start the trip. Fresh, vibrant, but
Arts Ghent the earliest place to open, and on arriving in Ghent pour was messy, with too much yeast.
Quite a was south and | wanted to get started on my trip. Nice, woody bar,
west of the hotel | was with wicker chairs. Serves food, including
staying at which was near pannekoken, but the kitchen wasn't ready yet when
the Vrijdagmarkt Square. | arrived. Odd little sweet, weird crackers with the
beer. Nice looking place. | would've like to try the
food, but was impatient with the beer selection.
11:30 am St. Tropez Brabandtam 164 Not applicable. The most important bar in this list not in the Tim La Galouise Bruine Du Bocg 9| Strong Dark Ale | bottle | 115 | Not applicable. Fairly clean. Malty, chewy, yeast subdued.
Ghent Webb guide. Very impressive looking with brick
For my first visit, | had to walls, wooden tables, and a fireplace. Also an
walk a long way along covered outdoor terrace. Very attentive bartender,
;Vﬁgg{:mlsstfggﬂéw ally, iﬁjpE':&IZgaaluaseiggﬁ?niﬂgfgm Cﬂg\ﬁer’nany Witkap Stimlo Slaghmuylder 6.2 | Pale Ale bottle § 100 | Not applicable. Malty. Iham a little colrégested., s% 'di(li) not get
from the hotel, it was a there was a large crowd of teenagers, mostly girls, zg;r;%vhgf:vrllgv;sbteoer-mir?nl?l:wl)sr ee,
quick bus ride or walk drinking soda and having snacks. | believe there is '
down Brabantdam, as | a school nearhy. They also have live music
found out later. (boogie-woogie piano) on Wednesday nights at Orval Orval 5.2 | Orval bottle | 100 | Not applicable. Fragrant, with big, refreshing hops. Poured very
10:00 pm, which | will go back to check. Over 100 carefully.
bottles, weak only in lambics; otherwise, very good
selection.
1:29 pm Waterhuise an de Groentenmarkt 9 Not applicable. Another attractive brick and wicker bar. Girardin Gueuze Black Label | Girardin 5 | Gueuze Lambic | bottle | 135 | Not applicable. The traditional, unfiltered black label. | can smell
Bierkant Ghent Rough-hewn, rustic furniture, full of character. | am it from across the table. Delicious, sour, some
A few blocks north of the having a great time at this return to Ghent, though ropiness, bret and acetic flavors in balance.
square. the lack of sleep (I cannot sleep on planes) and jet
lag is starting to catch up with me, explaining my
brief visit. Note: They had Gulden Draak on draft,
though | wasn't up to drinking it now.
Note: after this visit, | went back to the hotel room and took an unplanned nap, my only one of the trip, for about 3 hours.
6:24 pm Dulle Griet 50 Vrijdagmarkt Not applicable. A great-looking bar. Once again, wood and brick, | Katpitel Watou Dubble Van Eecke 7 | Dubbel bottle | 105 | Not applicable. Malty, clean, chewy beer. Very good shape.
Ghent but infested with lots of wild-looking breweriana,
Just a few blocks north of and puppets. The puppets hang from the ceiling.
the hotel. There are also wheels on the ceiling. Lindeman's
barrels serve as tables. Has a back area with a
window, sort of a beer garden, and an upstairs
area. A customer orders a draft house beer, served | gr polen Blonde De Dool 6.1 | Blonde Ale draft 90 | Not applicable. Clean, golden and refreshing. Crisp and hoppy.

in a large, kwak-like yard of ale, and they go
through a unique ceremony; the customer's shoe is
but in a basket which is hauled to the ceiling,
presumably as security for the glass! | am still a bit
fatigued from my trip. It is now raining outside.




@ 8:00 PM Trollekelder Bij St. Jacobs 17 Not applicable. Beautiful old bar. Classical music. Candles at tables § Rochefort 8 Rochefort 9.2 | Strong Dark Ale | bottle | 110 | Not applicable. Dark, clean, well balanced. Good temperature,
Ghent (mine was a little rickety). Not very crowded. The and well-poured.
Now open on Mondays red-haired bartender was very knowledgeable and . ’ ;
and closed on Tuesdays, friendly, and pours one of the most perfect glasses Trollebier House beer by ? 8 | Strong Golden Ale | draft - | Not applicable. Cleztin, tasty, very good, but a little too cold for my
as opposed to what it I have seen. laste.
says in Tim Webb's book. Kapitel Abt Van Eecke 10 | Stronge Blonde || bottle | 130 | Not applicable. Great. Clean, pale, nice malt/haps balance.
Right off Vridjagmark, Ale
very close to the last bar. : :
Gulden Draak Van Steenberge 12 | Strong Dark Ale | bottle | 130 | Not applicable. Sweet malty aroma. Time to get some food!
11:25 pm Stropke Meersenierstraat 14 Not applicable. Playing “"Love Shack" when | arrive, which is not Rochefort 10 Rochefot 11 | Strong Dark Ale | bottle | 110 | Not applicable. Well, it was a wonderful beer. Sweet, malty big,
Ghent recommendation from me! Also, so far, the and delicious.
Just off Vridagmark, a few smokiest bar | have been in, and probably the
blocks from the last 2 brightest, despite the late hour. Very modern and
bars. "yuppy-ish" | really disliked this bar. The selection
was only so-so. Seemed overrated in Tim Webb's
book.
12:06 am Waterhuise an de | Groentenmarkt 9 Not applicable. See above. It didn't take me long to move back to | Drie Fontienen Gueuze Drie Fonteinen 5 | Gueuze Lambic | bottle | 150 | Not applicable. Delicious. Typically well balanced. | was not taking
Bierkant Ghent this bar after the last stop! detailed notes at this point.
2(;5;2 locks north of the Het Kaptial Prior Van Eecke 9| Strong Dark Ale | bottle | 110 | Not applicable. Do you notice a theme to this night? | was

certainly giving this brewery a lot of business!
Anyhow, another malty, sweet and complex ale.

Believe it or not, | made one more stop after this one, but did not take any notes, and my memory was suffering a little at this point! As | remember, it was an unexceptional bar, which | stopped in on the way back to the hotel to get out of the rain. | had one beer, then went home for the night.

Monday, October 9, 2000

| was taking it a little slow the next day, after pushing myself on my first solo day in Belgium. | didn't hit a bar until the afternoon, and went slow then, with 1 beer per bar until the final stop.

2:00 pm Hopdevil Roekerrestraat 10 Not applicable. Brick and wood look. Nice statue of the hopdevil | Fellix Brune Clarysse 4.7 | Flanders Brown | bottle 50 | Not applicable. Nice sweet/sour balance.
Ghent. from branches. Very pretty. | am exhausted from
East and south of the yesterday; too much beer, and not enough food. |
square where the bars of ordered onion soup at this bar, which came with
the previous night were. A some bread. Playing country music.
fairly long walk. Near
Coupure Links, a canal
around the center of the
city.
7:20 pm Brouwzael Ter Platan 17-19 Not applicable. Very upscale, classy kind of place. All wood, with a | Oerbier De Dolle Broers | 7.5 | Flanders Brown | bottle | 140 | Not applicable. Delicious, complex sweet-sour beer.
Ghent copper mash tun over the bar. Very nice, except
A very long walk along a for the tacky music. A good selection of beers, but
canal, in a student the prices seemed high--by Belgian standards, that
neighborhood. is!
8:16 pm 't Gebed Zonder End | 13 Walpoortstrat Not applicable. Classy, old-fashioned. Off white walls and wood. Gordon's Highland Scotch | Scottish & 8.6 | Scotch Ale bottle | 100 | Not applicable. Clean, balanced, and malty sweet.
Ghent Fairly bright. Felt like someone's house. Not a huge | Ale Newcastle
A short walk from the last selection, but a good one. Also food. In a student-y
bar neighborhood,. Better music than Brouwzael; some
classical and jazz. Lots of brewerania, but not
cluttered. Overall, a nice place, with good
atmosphere.
10:19 pm 't Galgenhusie Groentenmarkt 5 Not applicable. Incredibly tiny bar with lots of charm. Lots a wood, | Kasteel Dark Von Honsebrouk | 11 | Strong Dark Ale | bottle | 115 | Not applicable. Typically delicious beer. June 2005 is the
Ghent awood bar, and tiled wall. Puppets, a very high expiration date, so | imagine this beer is pretty
In the center of time, just ceiling (formerly a Gallows house!). Not the same young.
down the street from the bartender | remembered from the previous visit.
Waterhuise. Big CD collection; | should bring them a CD or two

when | visit next time.


































3 Fonteinen Herman Tierlincklein 3 Opposite church on the square, a great looking || Very classy restaurant. No music (but we were at a || Draft Kriek 3 Fontenien 5 | Kriek Lambic draft 70 | sweet and sour draft kriek with a | Big cherry nose. Some sweetness. Rapid
Beersel café with large rooms slow hour). Mostly wood, but some brickwork,. Very long finish carbonation. Very strong cherry flavor. Some
Take E19 south from bright. Looks very much more like a restaurant lambic flavor, but notably sweetened.
Brussels t harleroi. th .
G;f?; Seg‘rnggit?rlg)m an a bar Draft Lambik 3 Fontenien 5 | Traditional draft 100 | sourness dominates with tart finish | Earthy bretty, sharp aroma. Carbonation mild,
make a couple of turns. Lambic crisp. Rlefreshlng. No sullfur, w_h!ch | remember
from this beer at a previous visit.
1997 Gueze 3 Fontenien 5 | Gueuze Lambic | bottle | free | No notes from Warren. Well, I didn't do much better. The entirety of my
description is "Wonderful." Armand brought the
bottle up when he was discussing his plans for a
new lambic café.
7:49 pm Vaudree Angleur Busy diner style café that never closes, and has | Restaurant/diner. Brick walls. Fairly busy. Round Fantome Saison ‘91 Fantome 6.3 | Saison (Spring) | bottle § 390 | floral aroma with earthy flavor, Tart, spicy. Herbal. Oxidation not as apparent as
huge bottle beer and food menu bar with quite a few drafts. This bar has very little very nice other flavors. High carbonation.
atmosphere, but at least the music is low enough ; : .
e iﬁoﬁensi\tle; however, the l;ellelctior:N s "9 Adelscott Smoked Ale bottle | 140 | slightly smoky nose with clean malt | Too cold. Smoke flavor apparent as it warms.
amazing. B
Demon 12 | Strong Ale bottle | 200 | hot, big alcohol nose and flavor | Too cold. Some oxidation. Hot alcohol flavor.
with dry finish
La Gaffe '87 Vapeur 8 | Saison Speciale | bottle | 470 | oxidized with sour notes, Spicy aroma. Tart, nutty malt flavors. Oxidation. A
thinned-out and rough little past it's prime, | think. Some astringency.
Arcenal Grand Prestige ‘85 10 || Imperial Stout bottle | 165 | malty + alcoholic nose with Did not finish bottle; some vinous qualities, but
(Vintage '85) smooth, big body the bottle is not quite right.
Goldie Barley Wine Eldridge Pope 8 | Barley Wine bottle | 175 | smooth with big caramel, alcohol | Earthy, sherryish aroma, tasty caramel malt,
UK. is evident, nice complex. More comments when warm. Nice
balance, interesting aged quality. Some
mustiness, which dissipated quickly. Malty
caramel aroma. Nice balance. Candy-ish qualities.
Not sure how old the bottle is; label looks at least
10 years old, but it does have a bar code. Also,
label says "doppio malto." Was it a bottle meant
to be exported to Italy?
St. Edmund Special 7 | Barley Wine bottle | 200 | malty, chewy, and very sweet Caramel, some sherry.
Marston's Oud Rodger Marston's UK. 8 | Barley Wine bottle | 200 | alcohal, licorice, with a long sweet | Malty, licorice flavors. Some sherry.
finish
Friday, October 20, 2000
9:20 am Vaudree Angleur Busy diner style café that never closes, and has La Gaffe D*or d*Ambly 7.5 | Brown Ale bottle | 115 | sweet malty brown ale Musty nose. Some nice malt in finish. Probably
huge bottle beer and food menu Nassogne some spiciness. Swirling glass eliminated most of
the musty aromas.
Gauloise Bruine Du Bocq 5 | Brown Ale bottle | 125 | harsh and bitter with alcohol, Somewhat astringent. Tastes as if it is
short finish over-fermented in the bottle. Too thin,
carbonation high. Surprising; usually this beer is
quite good.
12:21 pm Taverne du Brasserie! Blaugies Large farmhouse café at the Blaugies brewery | Big, modern. Some brick and rustic touches, but | La Biere Darbyste Blaugies 5.8 | Fig Ale bottle 0 | fig flavor is light, nice and smooth | Spicy, crisp carbonation, earthy aroma.
Blaugies set in the beautiful countryside this was the only bar we were at in the entire trip flavor
that | saw a TV in. . : . : - . . . .
" I La Saison D'Epeautre Blaugies 6 | Saison bottle 0 | spicy and delicious, with delicate | Hoppy, spicy, refreshing.
flavor
La Moneuse Blaugies 8 | Saison bottle 0 | spicy saison, alcohol is detectable, | Malty, sweet, and spicy yeast.
long finish
La Moneuse Special Noel | Blaugies 8 | X-mas Saison bottle 0 | malty, caramel, with no spicy notes § Malty, more caramel malt flavors, Spiciness more
subdued.
Dupont Pils Dupont (exclusive | 5 | Pilsner (regional) | draft 0 | Dupont pilsner, clean with no No notes by Bill.
to area) harsh flavors




4:44 pm t Rusteel Huelestraat 162 No notes from Warren. Converted barn. Plaster walls, fireplace. Wooden Bellegems Bruin Bockor 5 | Flanders Bruin | bottle 55 | No notes from Warren. Good tart/sweet balance. Very easy to drink.
Gullegem. booths with upholstered seats. Nondescript music. | . - o .
Drive around and get lost! Quite a bit of old exposed brick. Evening crowd Vichtenar 5 | Flanders Bruin bottle 55 | No notes from Warren. fSlomewhe:jt tarer finish. A little lighter in malt
Actually, A19 to Gullegem, arrived as we sat there. OIANCICOr
find signs to Huele. Oud Zottegems 5 | Flander Bruin bottle 80 | No notes from Warren. Cardboard, oxidized. Not much flavor. Never liked
this beer. Ordered Kriek but they were out of it.

Ichtegems 5 | Flanders Bruin bottle 50 | No notes from Warren. Very tart. Vinegar notes. Quite tasty, but seems

subdued compared to previous bottles.
7:38 pm Ostens Bierhuus Louisastraat 14 Comfortable modern café with good beer list Somewhat modern looking. Mostly orange walls. Reinaert Tripel Van Steenberge | 8.5 | Tripel bottle | 120 | citric tripel with plenty of alcohol | Hoppy, sweet and big bodied.
Oostend and British owner Cushioned seats, books. Wooden bar with bar . . . o . .
e Moinette Blond Dupont 8 | Tripel bottle | 100 | big alcohol, with saison-like Hoppy, crisp, very refreshing.
flavors, smooth
Helleketebier Watou 7 | Blonde Honey Ale | bottle | 110 | creamy with nice honey flavors, Creamy, tasty and malty.
long finish
Kasteel Bruin Van Honsebrouck | 11 | Strong Dark Ale | bottle | 130 | thick, malty, big alcohol, long Rich, malty, full-bodied. Chewy, tasty. None of the
delicious finish Brett flavors you get in US bottles. | wonder why?
10:07 pm Café Botteltje Louisasgtraat 19 Bar inside Hotel Marion; with great bottle Busy when | got there. Many books, rooms. (Back | Duvel Moortgat 8.5 | Strong Golden Ale | bottle § 100 | spicy and clean with high | didn't sample this beer. Warren had this with
Oostend selection, across from Café Lucullus room with couch). Wooden bar with beer carbonation his meal, | think.
Across the street from the memorabilia (including Schiitz!) and green walls. ; ; . . e ; . e )
other place. Very good selection of both beers and genevers. Kersthier de Bie 1997 Bie 8 Kergtb|er bottle | 115 | Warren was eating his meal while | | Time has been kind. Nice sweet/sour blend, like a
: (Holiday) sampled these 2. red/oud brune.
Circular bar.
Het Kapital Prior Van Eecke 9 | Strong Dark bottle 80 Malty, big caramel aroma. Dark brown color.
Abbey Malty, tasty. A little cold.
Smiste Dubbel ‘97 Regenboog 9 | Dubbel (Vintage | bottle | 350 | port-like dubbel with dates Earthy, portlike, vinous (only 3 years old!).
1997) Delicious. Nice tartness.

Gouden Carolus ‘86 Anker 7 | Brown Ale bottle | 200 | malty & sweet with sherry nose From Het Anker, Mechelen. Sherry, port notes,
but still lots of malt. Taste is rich, complex
malt/sherry balance. Very good!

Brigand X-mas '98 Van Honsebrouck 9 | X-mas Ale bottle | 135 | big alcohal, bretty flavors, finishes | Too cold. But nice blend of brett, malt, hops,

(Vintage 1998) dry sweetness and sherry.
Hercule Stout Ellezoise 9 | Imperial Stout bottle | 140 | big body, chewy, malty imperial As usual, roasty, malty, and very well-balanced.
stout
Saturday, October 21, 2000
1:20 pm Bloemenlust 61 Smetledestraat No notes from Warren. Classy, with cushioned seats. Yellow walls with Aerts 1900 Palm. 7.5 | Strong Pale Ale | bottle 80 | No notes from Warren. Expired 05/99. Seems oxidized.
Wetteren flowers painted. Bar is partially octagonal. Mellow : ’
B i e Wi, European music. Food includes snacks, pancakes Urthel IT:er:EUTd ) 75 || Strong Pale Ale | bottle 95 | No notes from Warren. SpIC};], cIe_alm. Zrom_ne(\;v brewery? Or contract? It
Find south part of town, and ice cream. Very friendly and helpful owner. Re: I Teae VS RN B0 D
follow roads to Smetled. music; there was one awful song about Elvis's Rochefort 8 Rochefort 9.2 | Trappist Strong | bottle | 105 | No notes from Warren. Malty, sweet, fairly mellow.
death! Dark Ale

Gordon's Highland Scotch | Scottish & 8.6 | Scotch Ale bottle | 115 | No notes from Warren. Malty. Some roastiness in finish. Caramel flavors.

Ale Newcastle

Uitzet Tripel (local) Paeleman's 6.8 | Pale Ale bottle | free | No notes from Warren. Big, crisp hop aroma. Spiciness from yeast.
Highly carbonated. Refreshing.

3:47 pm Groel Dal Cotthem 9 No notes from Warren. Beautiful outdoor garden, with marble table, many § Roman Dubbelin Brunen Roman 8 | Strong Dark Ale | bottle 85 | No notes from Warren. Fairly sherried. Thing tasting. Too old to be fresh,
St. Lievens-Houtem flowers, and a little mannekin pis. Luckily, it was a and not quite old enough to become a different,
Take N423 from Wetteren really nice day, so we were able to go outside and more interesting beer. Big roasted malt finish;
to St. Lievens-Houtem. have a smoke-free area. Table use do be a sewing stoutlike. As it warms, | even get some citrussy
Follow signs to center. machine. Great-looking place, but they do not know hops, like an American Imperial Stout.
Then follow sign to how to pour a beer! ) . =
W S Wiopod Affligem Bruinen (Dubbel) | De Smedt 7 | Dubbel bottle 75 | No notes from Warren. Very poorly poured. Lots of yeast floating in

Zottegem. Cotthem is off
to the size.

glass. Tastes very vegetal.







